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I have heard pastors say, “To journey with Christ is the most exciting journey 
one can take.” When my wife, Melinda, and I began our journey in the Church of 
the Nazarene a little over thirteen years ago, we didn’t realize just how true 
those words would become in our lives.

“If your presence will not go, do not send us up from here.” (Ex. 33:15) Like 
Moses, when talking to God at Mount Sinai, this became our prayer as we 
transitioned from our home state of Texas to serve as missionaries in South 
Korea. We soon found ourselves surrounded by the most diverse and loving 
group of people we could ever hope to serve.

While serving here as pastor in Seoul, South Korea, I have become friends with 
a man named Ronnie. Born in Great Britain to a devout Islamic family, Ronnie’s 
childhood was difficult as he struggled to adhere to his father’s strict rules.  As 
Ronnie grew up, he rebelled against his father’s faith and found himself caught 
up in a lifestyle of partying. That lifestyle eventually brought him to South Korea. 

In Korea, Ronnie immersed himself in the “night life.” He became addicted to 
alcohol and found himself surrounded by a group of friends who encouraged his 
habits. But in the midst of the darkness, he found light – a young woman named 
Sujin. When they first met, Sujin did not like Ronnie. But six years later, in small 
part to Ronnie’s persistence and in large part to the grace of God, the two 
married. 

“Sujin is my reason for living,” Ronnie told me. “She is the reason I found 
Christ.” Sujin’s one condition before marrying Ronnie was that he commit to 
attending church on a regular basis. Her desire was that he would come to 
know God and they would raise their family to know God. Because of her 
persistence, they are active in the Kingdom of God today.

Together, Ronnie and Sujin have an amazing son, who I recently had the 
privilege of dedicating. At the dedication, Ronnie prayed a prayer of blessing 
over little Aaron. He made the simplest, life-changing and inspiring request a 
father can make: “I pray that God will bless [Aaron] with wisdom and 
forgiveness, that He will teach me to be your father and make our family a light 
that leads others to Him.”

Ronnie still interacts with many of his old friends. When they look at Ronnie, 
they see a man who has been changed by God – a man who once liked to 
party, drink and stay out all night who is now raising a family, making 
responsible choices and loving his wife unconditionally. Because of his 
Christlike example, some of Ronnie’s friends are seeking deeper answers to 
questions about God and life. It is Ronnie’s hope that someday his friends will 
choose to follow in his footsteps and surrender their lives to God as well.

Through Ronnie and Sujin’s story, as well as my own family’s journey, I have 
come to realize God’s plan is so much greater than us, so much larger than our 
little part of the world. When we open our eyes and look for Him, God will use us 
to impact lives in our local communities and around the world. We are so 
thankful to be part of an international church that seeks to be used by God in 
every corner of the earth.

Thank you for your commitment to the World Evangelism Fund and Mission 
Specials. It is because of your stewardship that we can celebrate the stories of 
people like Ronnie and Sujin.

By Rev. Tony Whitehead

Tony and Melinda Whitehead currently serve at Daekwang Church of the 
Nazarene in Seoul, South Korea. Because of gifts to Mission Specials and the 
World Evangelism Fund from generous donors, missionaries and pastors like 
the Whiteheads are able to minister to people around the world. Click here to 
read more stories about what God is doing around the globe thanks to your 
generosity.
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Mission Specials
We receive several questions each week about Mission Specials and 
Point-to-Point requests. Here are answers to some of the questions we 
commonly receive:

Q: What is the Ten Percent goal?

A: The Ten Percent goal, or Mission Ten Status, was created in 1947 and 
encourages every church to give at least 10% of their income to Nazarene 
mission work. When you achieve Mission Ten Status, your church receives a 
certificate thanking you for your dedicated service in missions giving and help in 
achieving the mission of the Church of the Nazarene -- to make Christlike 
disciples in the nations. You may also be recognized at some district functions. 
This goal is above and beyond the basic tithe concept of the Funding the 
Mission plan, but World Evangelism Fund giving counts toward the Mission Ten 
goal. For more information on the Mission Ten Status, visit the Ten Percent 
Giving page.

Q: What is Point-to-Point?

A: Point-to-Point is a way to let us know about your Mission Special giving. It 
tells the General Treasurer that you’ve given money directly to a Ten Percent 
Mission Special Nazarene ministry without sending the money through the 
Global Treasury Office first. Reporting money that you gave directly to an 
approved mission special (such as a compassionate ministry center or a new 
church plant) is beneficial because this money will count toward your Mission 
Ten goals. The more you give to the World Evangelism Fund and approved 
Nazarene Mission Specials, the more your other giving goals decrease.

Q: How do I submit a Point-to-Point request?

A: To submit a Point-to-Point request, log in to FundingtheMission.org and click 
on the “Point-to-Point Giving” page. In the page that loads, fill out the form and 
submit your request. If you'd like step-by-step instructions, including pictures of 
how to do this, click here or watch the video.

http://nazarene.org/stewardship/tenpercent
http://nazarene.org/stewardship/tenpercent
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New General Treasurer
Announced

The Nazarene Board of General 
Superintendents recently 
announced the election of Keith 
Cox as general treasurer. 
Click here to read more.

West Virginia Districts Respond
to Historic Flooding

Historic flooding in West Virginia 
left at least 23 dead and 
thousands homeless. Nazarene 
churches in the area responded. 
Click here to read more.
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